A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
secure for nearly a hundred years), might have given English
affairs a very different direction from that which they took
The new industrial state might well have suffered from popular
convulsions and have been affected by the Irish and Continental
examples of revolt by the poor against the rich. But with
a Queen upon the throne, very young and of just such a
quality as would be most admired by the mass of the people
and at the same time easily amenable to direction from those of
the governing class who were about her, that peril was removed.
For the quite exceptional space of sixty-three years the
monarchy was represented by a woman; she redeemed the isola-
tion of the Throne in the midst of the upper class, and destroyed
the unpopularity which it had with many of that class and
through them with a large section of the people; before half
her reign was over Queen Victoria had become, as it were, the
incarnation of the English people, and for many years before
her death was the idol of the nation.
Summary of the Reorganization. It was the middle of
the century which saw the achievement of reorganization, the
necessity of which the governing class had recognized in such
timely fashion, not too late, during the first strain after the
defeat of Napoleon in 1815. It was not the end of the task,
which had to continue, of course, indefinitely so long as
industrial capitalism developed—a task still actively pursued
by the society in which we live—a combination of loss of well-
distributed property with order, and the regimentation of a
proletariat which was becoming more and more identical with
the bulk of the nation. But though the task was to continue
indefinitely, it was these years, between the Reform Bill of 1832
and 1848-50, that the first and decisive step in reorganization
was taken and that English society began to be transformed
to suit the industrial town which was now its typical element,
the industrial methods of product, their consequences in a
vastly increased foreign trade, and all the rest of it. A whole
group of changes, some of them accidental but most of them
planned and all of them guided, corresponded to that phase of
reorganization.
Thus, Negro slavery had been abolished in the West Indian
dependencies, at the vast expense of twenty million pounds, the
slave-owners being compensated at a rate which has been
exaggeratedly estimated at double the value of their human
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